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Plot 

“Some Other Christmas” is a story about a middle-aged, single professional 
named Bill Good, who is despondent over his mother's recent death. On 
Christmas Eve, after indulging in his grief, Bill is distracted by a neighbor's 
"rainbow of light" that piques his curiosity. Through his investigation of the light, 
and a friendly encounter with his previously unknown neighbor, Jim, Bill finds 
"some other Christmas," one that revives his faith in the holiday, in friendship and 
in his mother's enduring love. 

Analysis 

“Some Other Christmas” illustrates not only the grief and resentment that 
accompany the death of a loved one, but also an example of how God speaks to 
people to help them through their grief. The balance in Bill’s life was shaken by 
his mother’s death. Her death took its toll on Bill’s fond memories of past 
Christmases as well as on his reliance on her – into adulthood – to understand 
and diffuse his feelings. Bill’s revelation that he is disconnected from his 
neighbors, including Jim, wakens him to the need for friendships. Bill’s sudden 
impulse to follow the light and his joy at seeing the sparkling baby Jesus 
ornament signify his spiritual awakening to God’s saving and restoring grace. 

Theme 

The themes of this story are: love of family, dealing with grief, isolation, 
acceptance, friendship, and God’s love. 

Characters 

Bill Good/Narrator – Bill characterizes himself though his memories and 
expression of his feelings. He grew up in a “grayed” industrial city near a steel 
plant and railroad tracks, “with litter lying around.” However, his family and the 
presence of a “church dome” signify joy and spirituality amidst the setting. He 
lives alone, is unmarried, has brothers, and works in a busy career that leaves 
little time for social interaction. Bill does not mention his father, except in saying 
that as a boy he lived with his “brothers, Dad and Mom.” His father may also be 
deceased. 

The Mother – Bill’s mom has died, though we do not know how old she was at 
death. She married young, and was “practically a teen” when Bill was a child. 
She was married and was also mother to Bill’s brothers. She had family in the 
town where Bill grew up, as described by Bill: “We’d see our grandparents, 



cousins and aunts.” Bill’s mom also was an understanding and patient mother, as 
Bill recounts, “ ‘Let’s put it aside,’ I heard her voice say.  ‘Give it a rest and we’ll 
fix it some other day.’ ” 

Jim – The neighbor across the street, Jim lives alone. He has children who live in 
far-flung places and his wife Marge has died within the past year. Like Bill, Jim is 
also dealing with grief. Jim is friendly, accepting, and takes pride in home: on 
Christmas Eve, he has coffee brewing, a fire in the fireplace, and a beautifully 
decorated Christmas tree; furnishings mentioned are a “brown braided rug,” 
“hand-made wooden stool,” and a “mantle clock.” 

Setting 

The story takes place on Christmas Eve in a suburban neighborhood in the 
modern day. The setting shifts from Bill’s home to the snowy outdoors and then 
to Jim’s home. 

Activities 

Questions for Comprehension: 
1. Who is narrating the story? 
2. How does Bill feel at the beginning of the story? 
3. How is Bill’s mother described? 
4. Why does Bill break the reindeer ornament? 
5. How does Bill describe himself? 
6. What was Bill’s childhood like? What were some of his memories? 
7. Why does Bill go outside in his robe and slippers? 
8. What is the meaning of the light? What does it represent? 
9. How does Jim react to Bill’s visit? How does Bill respond to Jim? 
10. Describe Jim’s hospitality. How does he make Bill feel welcome? 
11. What is the meaning of the ornament? What does it do for Bill? 
12. Toward the end, how is Bill changed? What does he have in common with 

Jim? 
13. What does Jim realize at the end? 
14. In the last six or seven lines of the short story, Bill and Jim describe their 

Christmas wishes; what do they say? What do their words tell us about life, 
people, and about themselves? 

15. Why is the story entitled "Some Other Christmas"? Explain. 
 



 
Vocabulary 
 
aroma 
awning 
brittle 
fraternity 
frustration 
glanced 
groused 
hesitated 

miffed 
obscured 
register 
silhouette 
soot 
spontaneous 
thermostat 
unrestrained 

 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. What are the themes of the story? How do they develop through the 
story? 

2. Who are the characters? What are the strengths and weaknesses of each 
one? 

3. How does the setting reflect the internal states of the characters? Explain. 
4. Why is this story called “Some Other Christmas"? What does the 

ornament symbolize? 
5. What Biblical references can you find in the story? What does each say 

about God and our relationship to Him? 

 
Lesson Plan 
 
Objectives: 

1. Increase students' reading comprehension. 
2. Discuss the reading in regard to plot, theme, characters and setting. 
3. Familiarize students with the vocabulary in Will Schuck’s “Some Other 

Christmas.” 
 

Assignments: 
 

• Have students read aloud or silently Will Schuck’s “Some Other 
Christmas.” 
 

• Have students paraphrase the story. 
 

• Discuss the elements of the story, including the theme, plot, characters 



and setting. 
 

• Have students lead and moderate a classroom discussion using each of 
the discussion questions. Or, have students each choose one discussion 
question to write a short essay about. 
 

• Hand out the comprehension questions, and have students discuss and 
answer the questions in small groups. 

 
• Hand out the vocabulary list and have students in small groups find 

synonyms for each word and/or use each word in a written sentence. 
 
 
 
Assessment: 
 
Distribute key paragraphs from “Some Other Christmas” to students. Have 
students read the passage and list its connection to theme, plot, characters and 
setting, as well as identify and define any vocabulary terms included in the 
passage. Have students record their responses in a graphic organizer, such as a 
T-chart or web. 


